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Welcome! The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life 

is a good man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked 

on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to 

life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message 

that we will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the 

invitation to find life by divesting for the sake of the other. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We 
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our 
apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to 
you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, 
God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMNS   God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending  vs. 1 

      God of Grace and God of Glory vs. 1                 



 

APOSTOLIC GREETING & THE PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Congregation: And also with you. 
 



Worship Leader: Let us pray. Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving 
community with one another. Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us 
to trust like little children, that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.   
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Amos 5:6-7, 10-15                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s 
call. During a time of great prosperity in the northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet 
speaks to the wealthy upper class. He warns his listeners that fulfilling God’s demand 
for justice brings blessing, while corruption and oppression incur God’s wrath. 
 

6Seek the Lord and live, or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, and it 

 will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.  

 7Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, and bring righteousness to the ground! 

 

 10They hate the one who reproves in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks the 

 truth. 11Therefore because you trample on the poor and take from them levies of  

 grain, you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not live in them; you h 

 have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine. 

 12For I know how many are your transgressions, and how great are your sins— you 

 who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in the gate. 

 13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; for it is an evil time. 

 

 14Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be 

 with you, just as you have said. 

 15Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the Lord, 

 the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.    

 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING  Hebrews 4:12-16  
Introduction to the Lesson: We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, 
to whom we are completely accountable. Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human 
weakness and temptations, because he also experienced them. Therefore we can 
approach the throne of grace to receive divine mercy from Christ. 
12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all are 
naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. 
 



  14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, 
the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who 
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has 
been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace 
with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL                Mark 10:17-31  

Introduction to the Lesson: Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most 
valued in God’s eyes. Now, a conversation with a rich man brings his message home to 
the disciples in a way that is surprising but unforgettable. 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 10th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked 
him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do 
you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You 
shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear 
false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to him, 
“Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and 
said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was 
shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 
  23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those 
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were perplexed at 
these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom 
of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who 
is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to one 
another, “Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is 
impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” 
  28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 29Jesus 
said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother 
or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30who will 
not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and 
children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many 
who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” 
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. 

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

 



GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

Limitless Possibility 

For the young, life can feel like a limitless landscape of possibilities. It can seem there is 
nothing we cannot do or become if we simply set our minds to it. But as we age, the 
possibilities may appear to shrink, whether through the choices we make or through the 
limits of a world beyond our control. At certain points in life, we may look at 
ourselves—who we are and what we have become—and see not possibilities but, rather, 
inevitabilities. It may seem impossible to live any other way than how we are currently 
living or for people to see us in any other way than they currently do. We may struggle 
to see any way beyond our habits or patterns, our history, or our current roles. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus invites a man to leave behind everything he has known and 
thought about himself to become Jesus’ disciple. To the world, the man is defined by his 
wealth, but Jesus sees the man behind the possessions and loves him. He sees past what 
seems inevitable about the man, to what God can make possible. Yet, tragically, the man 
can only see the world’s vision of him, a vision of limited possibilities. When Jesus calls 
him to leave his wealth behind, the man thinks he is being asked the impossible and goes 
away heartbroken. 

In the Christian assembly, the voice of Christ calls us to look past one another’s worldly 
inevitabilities to the divine possibilities present among us. No matter what moment of 
life we are in, it is never too late. No matter what our history of failures or addictions, 
there are still more chances. No matter what we have been to this point, there is still 
something new we can become. Jesus calls us to leave ourselves behind in order to 
follow him, to rediscover who we are with a God for whom all things are possible. 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Take My Life, That I May Be vs. 1-4     

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: Uniting God, you call forth different gifts in those who follow you. 
Encourage us to welcome the diverse benefits and blessings of the whole church in 
teaching, preaching, prophecy, healing, and more. Lord, in your mercy, 
 Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Nurturing God, you bring forth crops from the soil and bounty from the 
trees. Increase the produce of the land and bless all who toil in fields and orchards. 
Provide for good working conditions and keep them safe. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Empowering God, you offer compassion for those who are overlooked or 
forgotten. Open the hearts of local, national, and world leaders to show such compassion 
and love for their neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Sheltering God, in Jesus you travelled among us without a place to lay 
your head. Provide safe places to sleep and rest for those who have no place to live. 
Sustain ministries that offer food, clothing, and peace of mind. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: You share in our experiences and struggles. Bless all who live with any 
mental or physical disability. Inspire creative communities, spaces, and environments 
that are accessible and hospitable. Bless all who are ill or in any other kind of need, 
especially those on the prayer list of our congregation, those suffering from violence, 
terror, and natural disasters, and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts. 
Provide them with peace and resilience for the days ahead.. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: You have established and nurtured relationships that extend beyond those 
gathered here today. Bless members who can no longer travel to worship with us, 
especially during this time of pandemic, and remind us of their continued role in this 
community of faith. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Eternal God, we thank you for the lives of those who have died, 
especially for those within our Memorial Garden. Make us confident in your promise of 
salvation and support us in our own journey of faith. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 



Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and 

manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them 

with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Congregation: Amen.  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our 

way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to 

the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering 

world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending  vs. 2 & 3 
 

DISMISSAL 

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have 
given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s 
service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
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