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Welcome! Welcome! Can we pray the way Bartimaeus prays? People try to hush him up
because by addressing Jesus as “Son of David” he is making a politically dangerous
claim that Jesus is the rightful king. Could our prayers ever be heard as a threat to unjust
powers that be? Bartimaeus won’t give up or go away quietly, but repeats his call for
help more loudly. Do we ask so boldly? And are our prayers an honest answer to Jesus’
question, “What do you want me to do for you?”

SERVICE OF THE WORD

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our
apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to
you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in =+ Christ Jesus,
God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Be Thou My Vision vs. 1 & 3
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else  to me, save that thou art:
| ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:

may | reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - Ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pOW’T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Trish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

APOSTOLIC GREETING & THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter
the darkness of our ignorance. Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek

your face, and enable us to reflect your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:7-9

Introduction to the Lesson: This passage speaks not only of the southern kingdom,
Judah, and its homecoming from exile in Babylon, but also of the northern kingdom
(“Israel” or “Ephraim”) and its restoration. The northern tribes of Israel had been lost
in exile to Assyria more than a century before Jeremiah prophesied.

Reader:  "Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lorb, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”



‘See, [ am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
"With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn..

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Hebrews 7:23-28

Introduction to the Lesson: Human priests of old offered sacrifice for their own sins and
served only until their death. In contrast, Jesus is God’s Son, the holy, sinless,
resurrected high priest. Death did not terminate his priestly service, but through his
death he has interceded for our sins.

Reader: “The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by
death from continuing in office; “‘but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he
continues forever. “Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.

“For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled,
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. “’Unlike the other high priests, he
has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of
the people; this he did once for all when he offered himself. “*For the law appoints as
high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Mark 10:46-52

Introduction to the Lesson: Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might
see again. Recognizing Jesus’identity, Bartimaeus is the first person to call him “Son of
David” in the Gospel of Mark .



Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 10th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

“*As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of
Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. “When he heard that it was Jesus
of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
“Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of
David, have mercy on me!” “Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called
the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” *"So throwing off
his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. "'Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want
me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” **Jesus
said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and
followed him on the way.

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons

Hope Cannot Be Silenced

Have you ever had to take a break from the news or shut the TV off because the story
was just too much to take in? All the reminders of pain, injustice, and misfortune in the
world around us can be overwhelming at times. Sometimes the problems feel so
insurmountable that we become frustrated, even angry at the constant reminders of our
powerlessness. At our worst, we may block out not only the problems but our
compassion for the people who are suffering and crying out for help.

In today’s gospel, a man who suffers cries out again and again for mercy as Jesus passes
by. Yet his cries are too much for others gathered around, who are annoyed by the man
and want him to be quiet. In his cries they hear only hopelessness, pain, and misfortune
with no remedy; they hear their own powerlessness. But Jesus hears something different:
rather than the problem, pain, misfortune, and human weakness, he hears a person in
need, hope, and divine strength. Jesus hears the man’s faith that his cries will not be in
vain, and his trust in God’s mercy and power. When Jesus hears the suffering one crying
out in hope, it is the beginning of healing.

In Christian assembly, we gather to lift up our own cries and to hear those of others. The
peace that comes when the body of Christ gathers is not achieved by shutting out the
sounds of a world in pain, but through the hope that wherever they ring forth, God is
already present and listening and ready to heal. As you listen in your own life and
among those gathered today, what do you hear? And how is God calling you to respond?

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY O Master, Let Me Walk with You vs. 1 & 3
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that

2 "Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and

3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
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saved a wretch  like me! I once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
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now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join
in prayer for all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Risen One, we give you thanks for congregations and ministries
throughout the world that serve as centers of prayer and action. Empower missionaries,
teachers, healers, evangelists, and all who are sent to share your song of joy. Lord, in
your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Holy One, we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant
harvests. Strengthen and protect all soils, from rooftop gardens to prairie farmlands, to
patio planters to fertile valleys, and bless all who lovingly tend them. Lord, in your
mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Ruling One, we give you thanks for leaders of nations who work to build
up the common good. Strengthen efforts of reconciliation among all nations, that peace
extends in every direction. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.



Prayer Leader: Sheltering God, in Jesus you travelled among us without a place to lay
your head. Provide safe places to sleep and rest for those who have no place to live.
Sustain ministries that offer food, clothing, and peace of mind. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of
others. Comfort and strengthen all who struggle with chronic pain. Send healing and
relief to all who are sick, injured, or in need in any way, especially those on the prayer
list of our congregation, those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters, and
those we name now with our lips or in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Providing One, we give you thanks for all who provide for others.
Inspire generosity in your people, so that we carry out the work of making disciples of
all nations. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Living One, we give you thanks for the saints who have increased our
faith. Give us courage to follow in hope until you gather us all around your table of
abundance, especially for those resting within our Memorial Garden. Lord, in your
mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and

manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them
with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;



and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering

world. The holy Trinity, *+ one God, bless you now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING HYMN Rise, Shine, You People! vs. 2 & 4
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how he sends the pow’rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e - brate; your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent the Son (o save us.
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our hu-man sto -ry; God in him is cen - tered. He comes to
he  brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing. All men and
your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing. To all the
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us. Tell how the
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us, by death and sin sur-round-ed, with grace un - bound-ed.
wom - en, who by guilt are driv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je-sus’ glo - ry
Spir - it calls from ev-’ry na - tion God’s new cre - a - tion.

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.
Music: WOJTKIEWIECZ, Dale Wood, 1934-2003
Text and music © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s
service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.
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