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Welcome! November begins with All Saints Day and ends in or near Advent, when we
anticipate Christ’s coming again. It is fitting, then, that the readings today tell of the
final resurrection and the end time. In the turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief that these
predictions provoke in us, Hebrews sounds a note of confident trust. Christ makes a way
for us where there is no way, and we walk it confidently, our hearts and bodies washed
in baptismal water, trusting the one who has promised forgiveness. The more we see the
last day approaching, the more important it is to meet together to provoke one another to

. SERVICE OF THE WORD

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our
apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to
you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in =+ Christ Jesus,
God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN My Lord, What a Morning
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my Lord, what a  morn-ing, when the stars be-gin to fall.
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1 You will hear the trum-pet sound,
2 You will hear the sin - ner cry, to wake the na-tions un-der - ground,
3 You will hear the Chris-tian shout,

Refrain
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look-ing to my God’s right hand, when the stars be-gin to fall.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BURLEIGH, African American spiritual
APOSTOLIC GREETING & THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation: And also with you.

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Almighty God, your sovereign purpose brings salvation to
birth. Give us faith to be steadfast amid the tumults of this world, trusting that your
kingdom comes and your will is done through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Daniel 12:1-3

Introduction to the Lesson: The book of Daniel is an example of apocalyptic literature,
which is full of strange visions and symbolism. Arising during times of great
persecution, apocalyptic literature is concerned with God'’s revelation about the end
time and the coming kingdom of God, when God will vindicate the righteous who have
been persecuted.

Reader:  '““At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall
arise. There shall be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first
came into existence. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is
found written in the book. ‘Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. ‘Those who are
wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25

Introduction to the Lesson: Images of worship and sacrifice are used throughout
Hebrews to highlight what Christ has uniquely accomplished through his death. Because
we have received forgiveness through Christ’s death, we live with sincere hearts by
trusting in God’s promises and encouraging love and good works from each other.

Reader: ''Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the
same sacrifices that can never take away sins. "But when Christ had offered for all time
a single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” "“and since then has
been waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” "For by a single
offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. “And the Holy Spirit also
testifies to us, for after saying,
"*“This is the covenant that [ will make with them
after those days, says the Lord:
[ will put my laws in their hearts,
and I will write them on their minds,”
"he also adds,
“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
“Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.

“Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood
of Jesus, “by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is,
through his flesh), “'and since we have a great priest over the house of God, “let us
approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from
an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. “'Let us hold fast to the
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. **And let
us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, “not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you
see the Day approaching.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Mark 13:1-8

Introduction to the Lesson: In the last week of his life, Jesus warned his disciples
concerning trials that were to come upon them and upon the world. He exhorts the
listener: Do not be alarmed.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 13th chapter.

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

'As [Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher,

what large stones and what large buildings!” “Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these

great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”
“When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John,



and Andrew asked him privately, ““Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign
that all these things are about to be accomplished?” “Then Jesus began to say to them,
“Beware that no one leads you astray. “"Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’
and they will lead many astray. "When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be
alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. ‘For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there
will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
The Promise of Apocalypse

A joke made the rounds in bookstores in the spring of 2020: “Post-apocalyptic fiction
has been moved to our current affairs section.”

The genre of apocalyptic is much like modern science fiction—stories set in surreal
landscapes with plot twists that hold up a mirror to the challenges of our own time.
Much of the Bible was written by, for, and about people living through persecution,
political unrest, suffering, and uncertainty about the future. As we move toward the
season of Advent, Jesus frames wars, rumors of wars, earthquakes, and famines as the
birth pangs of an emerging new creation. There are always wars and rumors of wars,
disasters, and upheavals.

The good news is that God is present in all of it. God shows up in the pain, taking it
seriously and holding it gently. And God is present above it all in the cosmic story that is
so much larger than the daily news. Furthermore, God is present in the moments of joy
that always find a way to break through—for life is always more than its worst
moments, even in war zones, crises, and pandemics.

Throughout the centuries, the symbol of hope in religious art is the anchor. God is
holding the anchor of hope, holding the line that runs through every human soul, holding
for us the hope that will not let us go. Apocalyptic brings these layers together: the
cosmic story of the universe, the noise and upheaval of our own generation’s crises and
birth pangs, and that solid anchor of hope. Our sacred texts are lenses to open our eyes
and minds to uncover and notice how God is present among us in the most bewildering
moments of our lives.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow vs. 1 & 4
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1 Through the night of doubt and sor - row, on - ward
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shad - ows, and the end of toil and gloom.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us
now as we pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need.

A briefsilence.

Prayer Leader: God our creator, you show us the path of life. Bless faithful people
everywhere with humility as they extend compassion to those who have experienced
harm in religious spaces. Cultivate healthy congregations that tell of and enact your
reconciling love. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God our constant, you love our universe from beginning to end. As the
seasons change, protect animals that migrate and hibernate. Bring them safely to a
sheltered place and a more abundant season. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God our ruler, you write your law on human minds and hearts. Give
wisdom to all elected leaders and officials to govern with insight and compassion. Make
them mindful of the well-being of all people so that your world will flourish. Lord, in
your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God our stronghold, you are present amid disaster. We pray for those
affected by natural disasters. Come to the aid of all survivors of earthquakes, famines,
floods, hurricanes, and wildfires, and the first responders who support them. Calm their
fear, supply their need, and be the solid ground beneath their feet. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of
others. Send healing and relief to all who are sick, especially those on the prayer list of
this congregation, and those we name with our lips or in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God our guide, you are greater than we can imagine. Surround
congregations with your expansive inclusion. Be present in the midst of disagreements,
differences, and questions. Unite people of diverse viewpoints in the love of Christ.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God our beginning and our end, your beloved people shine like the
brightness of the sky. We thank you for the lives of all who rest in your eternal mercy,
from famous saints to the people we have loved, especially for those resting within our
Memorial Garden. Assure us of your resurrection promise. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.



OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and

manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them
with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering

world. The holy Trinity, * one God, bless you now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING HYMN Lead On, O King Eternal! vs. 1 & 2
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1 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal! The day of march has come;
2 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal, till sin’s fierce war shall cease,
3 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal: we fol - low, not with fears,
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hence-forth in fields of con - quest your tents will be our home.
and ho - li - ness shall whis - per the sweet a - men of peace;
for  glad-ness breaks like morn - ing wher - e’er your face ap - pears.
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Your cross is lift - ed o’er us; we jour-ney in its light;
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and now, O King e - ter - nal, we lift our bat - tle song.
but deeds of love and mer - cy the heav'n-ly king-dom comes.

the crown a- waits the con - quest;lead on, O God of might!

Text: Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1862-1917
Music: LANCASHIRE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s
service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.
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