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Welcome! The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life
is a good man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked
on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to
life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message
that we will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the
invitation to find life by divesting for the sake of the other.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this
bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out
the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 3
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Text: Marty Haugen. b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haongen

Text and music € 1994 GLA Publications. Inc., 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago. [1 60638, www.giamusic.com. 8(K.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication inany form prohibiied without permission or valid licanse from copyright adminisirator.



3 Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of
faith, that, forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may
follow the way of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Hebrews 4:12-16

Introduction to the Lesson: We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God,
to whom we are completely accountable. Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human
weakness and temptations, because he also experienced them. Therefore we can
approach the throne of grace to receive divine mercy from Christ.

Reader: 12 The word of God is alive and active, sharper than any double-edged sword. It
cuts all the way through, to where soul and spirit meet, to where joints and marrow
come together. It judges the desires and thoughts of the heart. 13 There is nothing that
can be hid from God; everything in all creation is exposed and lies open before his eyes.
And it is to him that we must all give an account of ourselves.

14 Let us, then, hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we have a great High Priest who
has gone into the very presence of God—IJesus, the Son of God. 15 Our High Priest is
not one who cannot feel sympathy for our weaknesses. On the contrary, we have a High
Priest who was tempted in every way that we are, but did not sin. 16 Let us have
confidence, then, and approach God's throne, where there is grace. There we will receive
mercy and find grace to help us just when we need it.



After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Mark 10:17-31

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most
valued in God’s eyes. Now, a conversation with a rich man brings his message home to
the disciples in a way that is surprising but unforgettable.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 10th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

17 As Jesus was starting on his way again, a man ran up, knelt before him, and asked
him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to receive eternal life?”

18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked him. “No one is good except God alone. 19
You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit murder; do not commit adultery; do not
steal; do not accuse anyone falsely; do not cheat; respect your father and your mother.’”
20 “Teacher,” the man said, “ever since I was young, I have obeyed all these
commandments.”

21 Jesus looked straight at him with love and said, “You need only one thing. Go and
sell all you have and give the money to the poor, and you will have riches in heaven;
then come and follow me.” 22 When the man heard this, gloom spread over his face, and
he went away sad, because he was very rich.

23 Jesus looked around at his disciples and said to them, “How hard it will be for rich
people to enter the Kingdom of God!”

24 The disciples were shocked at these words, but Jesus went on to say, “My children,
how hard it is to enter the Kingdom of God! 25 It is much harder for a rich person to
enter the Kingdom of God than for a camel to go through the eye of a needle.”

26 At this the disciples were completely amazed and asked one another, “Who, then, can
be saved?”

27 Jesus looked straight at them and answered, “This is impossible for human beings but
not for God; everything is possible for God.”

28 Then Peter spoke up, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.”

29 “Yes,” Jesus said to them, “and I tell you that those who leave home or brothers or
sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and for the gospel, 30 will receive
much more in this present age. They will receive a hundred times more houses, brothers,
sisters, mothers, children, and fields—and persecutions as well; and in the age to come
they will receive eternal life. 31 But many who are now first will be last, and many who
are now last will be first.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.



GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons

Limitless Possibility

For the young, life can feel like a limitless landscape of possibilities. It can seem there is
nothing we cannot do or become if we simply set our minds to it. But as we age, the
possibilities may appear to shrink, whether through the choices we make or through the
limits of a world beyond our control. At certain points in life, we may look at
ourselves—who we are and what we have become—and see not possibilities but, rather,
inevitabilities. It may seem impossible to live any other way than how we are currently
living or for people to see us in any other way than they currently do. We may struggle
to see any way beyond our habits or patterns, our history, or our current roles.

In today’s gospel, Jesus invites a man to leave behind everything he has known and
thought about himself to become Jesus’ disciple. To the world, the man is defined by his
wealth, but Jesus sees the man behind the possessions and loves him. He sees past what
seems inevitable about the man, to what God can make possible. Yet, tragically, the man
can only see the world’s vision of him, a vision of limited possibilities. When Jesus calls
him to leave his wealth behind, the man thinks he is being asked the impossible and goes
away heartbroken.

In the Christian assembly, the voice of Christ calls us to look past one another’s worldly
inevitabilities to the divine possibilities present among us. No matter what moment of
life we are in, it is never too late. No matter what our history of failures or addictions,
there are still more chances. No matter what we have been to this point, there is still
something new we can become. Jesus calls us to leave ourselves behind in order to
follow him, to rediscover who we are with a God for whom all things are possible.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Take My Life, That I May Be vs. 1-3
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

Prayer Leader: Uniting God, you call forth different gifts in those who follow you.
Encourage us to welcome the diverse benefits and blessings of the whole church in
teaching, preaching, prophecy, healing, and more. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Empowering God, you offer compassion for those who are overlooked or
forgotten. Open the hearts of local, national, and world leaders to show such compassion
and love for their neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Sheltering God, in Jesus you travelled among us without a place to lay
your head. Provide safe places to sleep and rest for those who have no place to live.
Sustain ministries that offer food, clothing, and peace of mind. Bless all who are ill or in
any other kind of need, especially those on the prayer list of Grace Lutheran Church,
those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters, and those we name now with
our lips or in our hearts. Provide them with peace and resilience for the days ahead.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

Prayers are requested for: Dale Willman, Jennifer Martinez, Marc Calhoun, Linda
Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales,
Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne Willan, Rosemarie & George
Smith, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard,
Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby
Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Susan Gunn,
Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Rose Marie Piff, Vicki
Kennedy, Gail Elder, Jason Meadows, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and
family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Skylar Favos,
April and David, Julianna, Riley, Carolyn & Drew, Kathy, Susie, and Terin, Jennifer
Martinez, Diane Striley, Patricia Eunis, and all those suffering from violence, terror, and
natural disasters (including all those impacted by COVID-19 & this hurricane season).



OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued
financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest
to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.

Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace .

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgcois, 15310-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world
begins! Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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