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Welcome! Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who will be closest to 

Jesus, leading to Jesus teaching his followers about God’s take on importance and 

power. Here Jesus makes it clear that the reversal of values in God’s community is a 

direct challenge to the values of the world, where wielding power over others is what 

makes you great. When we pray “your kingdom come” we are praying for an end to 

tyranny and oppression. We pray this gathered around the cross, a sign of great shame 

transformed to be the sign of great honor and service. 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING SONG          All Are Welcome                       Verses 1 & 4  

 



4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for 
all the peoples on earth. Shape us into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us 

desire always and only your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Hebrews 5:1-10  

Introduction to the Lesson: Using imagery from scripture and from Jewish worship 

practices, Jesus is presented as the great high priest who was obedient to God’s saving 

plan. Through his suffering and death he has become the source of eternal salvation. 

Reader: Every high priest is chosen from other people and appointed to serve God on 

their behalf, to offer sacrifices and offerings for sins. 2 Since he himself is weak in many 

ways, he is able to be gentle with those who are ignorant and make mistakes. 3 And 

because he is himself weak, he must offer sacrifices not only for the sins of the people 

but also for his own sins. 4 No one chooses for himself the honor of being a high priest. 

It is only by God's call that a man is made a high priest—just as Aaron was. 

 

5 In the same way, Christ did not take upon himself the honor of being a high priest. 

Instead, God said to him, 

“You are my Son; 

    today I have become your Father.” 

6 He also said in another place, 

“You will be a priest forever, 

    in the priestly order of Melchizedek.” 



7 In his life on earth Jesus made his prayers and requests with loud cries and tears to 

God, who could save him from death. Because he was humble and devoted, God heard 

him. 8 But even though he was God's Son, he learned through his sufferings to be 

obedient. 9 When he was made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all 

those who obey him, 10 and God declared him to be high priest, in the priestly order of 

Melchizedek. 

 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Mark 10:35-45  

Introduction to the Gospel: On the way to Jerusalem the disciples ask Jesus to grant 

them seats of honor. Jesus responds by announcing that he and his followers will “rule” 

through self-giving service.  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 10th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus. “Teacher,” they said, 
“there is something we want you to do for us.” 
36 “What is it?” Jesus asked them. 
37 They answered, “When you sit on your throne in your glorious Kingdom, we want 
you to let us sit with you, one at your right and one at your left.” 
38 Jesus said to them, “You don't know what you are asking for. Can you drink the cup 
of suffering that I must drink? Can you be baptized in the way I must be baptized?” 
39 “We can,” they answered. 
Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink the cup I must drink and be baptized in the 
way I must be baptized. 40 But I do not have the right to choose who will sit at my right 
and my left. It is God who will give these places to those for whom he has prepared 
them.” 
41 When the other ten disciples heard about it, they became angry with James and John. 
42 So Jesus called them all together to him and said, “You know that those who are 
considered rulers of the heathen have power over them, and the leaders have complete 
authority. 43 This, however, is not the way it is among you. If one of you wants to be 
great, you must be the servant of the rest; 44 and if one of you wants to be first, you 
must be the slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served; he came 
to serve and to give his life to redeem many people.” 
 
After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

Sharing the Glory 

When you picture Jesus in power and glory, what comes to mind? Maybe a heavenly 
vision of an enthroned Christ, surrounded by saints and angels and the whole heavenly 
host? This is the kind of image that must have been in the minds of the disciples James 
and John in today’s gospel when they came to ask Jesus if they could be seated at his 
left and right side in his glory. Yet, Jesus redirects their desire for glory toward a 
different picture—active service to those around them. 

The picture of Jesus’ power in the gospels is not one of king but of servant Lord. We do 
not see Jesus seated on a throne, issuing orders, and being served, but as an unassuming 
man, living among people, listening to their needs, and sharing God’s healing mercy 
with them. Throughout his life, Jesus revealed his power and glory through the love and 
compassion he showed to those who were suffering, through forgiveness for those 
overwhelmed with guilt, and by speaking truth to worldly powers. Jesus calls his 
followers to share in his power and glory by being at his left and right hand as he stoops 
to wash feet, as he touches those considered unclean, as he is mocked by worldly 
powers. This is where true glory and power are found. 

Christ gathers his followers together in one body for worship today in order to serve 
them with his word, with the waters of rebirth, and with his own body and blood. In 
these simple acts, his glory and power are present. They call us to carry Christ’s love out 
into the world, sharing it in our homes, at our jobs, and with the people around us who 
need to know God’s power in their life. 
 

SERMON             
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             How Firm a Foundation  vs. 1 & 2   



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Worship Leader: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 

Prayer Leader: Holy One, for the gift of the church handed down through the ages and 

for all who carry on the servant ministry of Jesus, we praise you. Send your Holy Spirit 

upon all who are discerning calls to ministry in its many forms and equip them with 

your gifts.  Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

 

Prayer Leader: Suffering One, for all who work toward peace and who lead nations with 

a servant’s heart, we praise you. Bring justice for all who suffer violence, persecution, 

discrimination, hunger, poverty, and homelessness, and create places of refuge for all 

people.  Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Merciful One, for all who do the work of healing in mind, body, and 

spirit, we praise you. Surround and comfort all who struggle with depression, anxiety, 

cancer, diabetes, dementia, or any illness, especially those on the prayer list of Grace 

Lutheran Church, those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters, and those 

we name now with our lips or in our hearts, that all may be healed. Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 



Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Congregation: Amen. 

Prayers are requested for: Dale Willman, Jennifer Martinez, Marc Calhoun, Linda 

Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, 

Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne Willan, Rosemarie & George 

Smith, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, 

Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby 

Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Susan Gunn, 

Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Rose Marie Piff, Vicki 

Kennedy, Gail Elder, Jason Meadows, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and 

family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Skylar Favos, 

April and David, Julianna, Riley, Carolyn & Drew, Kathy, Susie, and Terin, Jennifer 

Martinez, Diane Striley, Patricia Eunis, Sonya and Abigail Stone, and all those suffering 

from violence, terror, and natural disasters (including all those impacted by COVID-19 

& this hurricane season).  
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued 

financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Congregation: Amen.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 

 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest 

to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent 

the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 



of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩  give you peace . 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG                   The Doxology      

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world 
begins! Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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