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Welcome! Welcome! These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune
time to return to the God who rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe
with the heart and confess with the mouth the wonder of God’s love in Jesus, and to
resist temptation at every turn. This is no small pilgrimage on which we have just
embarked. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness of the
Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and sustain us.

This is our online version of the bulletin for the 9:45am worship service. After the
Offering, this bulletin leads participants through the Thanksgiving of the Word rather
than Communion, since our piety does not support virtual Communion at home.
However, Communion can be brought to you from the in-person service if you so desire.
This bulletin is designed to be used at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the
Worship Leader or by following our online service. If you use this bulletin for worship,
either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out the Attendance
Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

THE HOLY BAPTISM OF IVY MICHELE GALLOWAY

GATHERING HYMN Borning Cry

1 "I was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.

I rejoiced the day you were baptized

to see your life unfold.

I was there when you were but a child,
with a faith to suit you well;

in a blaze of light you wandered off

to find where demons dwell."

2 "When you heard the wonder of the Word
I was there to cheer you on;

you were raised to praise the living Lord,
to whom you now belong.

If you find someone to share your time

and you join your hearts as one,

I'll be there to make your verses rhyme
from dusk till rising sun."

3 "In the middle ages of your life,
not too old, no longer young,
I'll be there to guide you through the night,



complete what I've begun.

When the evening gently closes in
and you shut your weary eyes,

I'll be there as I have always been,
with just one more surprise."

4 "I was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.

I rejoiced the day you were baptized

to see your life unfold."

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and
brought them to the promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may
walk safely through the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 26:1-11

The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, provides the setting for this
reading. This festival celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land offered back to
God in thanks. In this text, worshipers announce God’s gracious acts on behalf of Israel.

Reader: 'When you have come into the land that the LorD your God is giving you as an
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, “you shall take some of the
first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the LorD your
God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the LOrRD your
God will choose as a dwelling for his name. "You shall go to the priest who is in office at
that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LorD your God that I have come into
the land that the LOrRD swore to our ancestors to give us.” “When the priest takes the
basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the LorD your God, “you shall
make this response before the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean was my
ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there
he became a great nation, mighty and populous. “When the Egyptians treated us harshly
and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, ‘we cried to the LorD, the God of our
ancestors; the LOrRD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression.
“The LorD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a
terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; “and he brought us into this
place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. '’So now I bring the
first of the fruit of the ground that you, O LorD, have given me.” You shall set it down



before the LorD your God and bow down before the LorD your God. '"Then you,
together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all
the bounty that the LorD your God has given to you and to your house.

After the reading...

Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 10:8b-13
Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of their creed, the confession of
faith in the risen Christ as Lord.
Reader: *““The word is near you,

on your lips and in your heart”
(that 1s, the word of faith that we proclaim); "because if you confess with your lips that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. ""For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the
mouth and so is saved. ''The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to
shame.” "“For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of
all and 1s generous to all who call on him. “For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.”

Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand
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GOSPEL LESSON Luke 4:1-13

After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness.
Through his responses to the temptations of the devil, he defines what it means to be

called “the Son of God.”



Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 4th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Pastor: 'Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit
in the wilderness, “where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at
all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. “The devil said to him,
“If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” ‘Jesus
answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ”

“Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the
world. “And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority;
for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 'If you, then, will
worship me, it will all be yours.” *Jesus answered him, “It is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God,

and serve only him.””

"Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,
saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, "“for it is
written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,

to protect you,’
'and
‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””
“Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”” “"When the
devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.

After the reading...

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We sit

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
You Are Not Alone

When Jesus was in the wilderness for forty days, he may not have had the company of
friends and family surrounding him, but he was not alone. Every word he spoke to
address the temptations of the devil came from Deuteronomy. Through these familiar
words, Jesus was able to summon up the presence of his ancestors and the voice of God
that spoke to them, recorded in Holy Scripture.

Memorization is an old art, rarely valued or taught in schools anymore. And yet, in times
of distress, familiar words find their way back into our minds: a fragment of a poem, a
song lyric, a Bible verse learned in childhood. People with advanced dementia are often
still able to join in praying the Lord’s Prayer, the words coming from a deep place
within.



What words are written on your heart? In times of crisis, what words find their way
through the ages to bring you strength? The coronavirus pandemic brought great
loneliness and isolation as so many of our familiar connections and gathering rituals
were no longer available. Yet spiritual connection with those unseen is a big part of what
it means to be united in the mystical body of Christ. Even when we are unable to gather
at the same physical table, familiar refrains from the liturgy continue to hold us together.

In the season of Lent, we are invited with Jesus into the wilderness—into times of quiet
reflection, commitment to spiritual practices, the acceptance of limits. In the quiet, may
we savor the subtle ways that God shows up, moments of connection that go unnoticed
in noisier times. In the loneliness of dry seasons, may we find courage and hope and

assurance that in the trials of life, we are not alone.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: We pray for the church. Sharpen its proclamation of the word so that
your people learn to reject voices of deception and distraction. Strengthen all who are
tempted to believe lies about themselves or others. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: We pray for the earth and all its creatures. Protect wilderness places and
all plant and animal species that call them home. Sustain farmers and all laborers who
work the land and harvest the fruits of its abundance. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: We pray for the nations of the world. Awaken elected leaders and
government officials to the needs of those who are oppressed and grant them
compassion to deal mercifully with immigrants and refugees who reside among us. We
pray especially for the people of Ukraine, those still within their nation and those who
are now refugees. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: We pray for those in need. Rescue those experiencing mental illness or
contending with addiction. Ease the anxiety of those who live with dementia. Command
your angels concerning all who are sick especially those on the prayer list of our
congregation, all those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters (including
all those impacted by COVID-19), and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts

Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: We pray for this assembly. Bless those who bake bread and prepare the
table for our communion celebration. Accompany those who share the bounty of this
meal with those who are homebound or hospitalized. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



Prayer Leader: We give thanks for those who have died and have risen in your likeness,
especially those within our Memorial Garden. Gather them with all the saints into your
heavenly dwelling place. Encourage us with the promise that all who call upon your
name are saved . Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for
the sake of Jesus Christ.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Olfferings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812
N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support
during these uncertain times. You can also fill out an Attendance Form on our website.
If you're new to Grace through our online services, please consider sharing some
information about yourself through our Attendance Form.

OFFERING PRAYER

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and
thanksgiving and the offering of our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we
may know the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest
to our hearts.

Congregation: Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



BLESSING

Worship Leader: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good

works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you = that

you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Congregation: Amen.
SENDING SONG

Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer verses 1 & 3
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feed me now and ev - er - more, feed me now and ev - er - more.
shield me with your might-y arm, shield me with your might-y arm.
I will raise for - ev - er - more, I will raise for - ev - er - more.

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

DISMISSAL

Assisting Minister: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s

service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Share the Good News.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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