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Welcome! Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would
do well to listen closely to whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and
to find our place in the crowd among those who desire to touch Jesus. The risen Christ
stands among us in the mystery of the holy supper with an invitation to live in him, and
offers power to heal us all.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader or by following our
online service. If you use this bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our
service on YouTube, please fill out the Attendance Record Form on our website:
GraceCLW.com.

SERVICE OF THE
WORD

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.

Congregation: Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

Congregation: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved
children. We have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as
we expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We
have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our
repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the
sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.

Rejoice in this good news: In + Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are descendants
of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.

Congregation: Amen.



GATHERING HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory verses 1 & 3
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - vl round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - 1g - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow'r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - 1y;
sail his ways! From the fears  that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; let the gift of your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo - ry ev - er- more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour

for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whomwe a - dore, serv - ing you whom we a - dore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the
poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make
known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.



FIRST READING Jeremiah 17:5-10

Introduction to the Lesson: These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger
collection of wisdom sayings that contrast two ways of life. Life with God brings
blessing; the power and vitality of God is active in our life. Life without God brings a

curse, the power of death.

Reader: "Thus says the LorD:

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the LORD.

“They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see when relief comes.

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.

'Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,
whose trust is the LORD.

“They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.

It shall not fear when heat comes,
and its leaves shall stay green;

in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit.

"The heart 1s devious above all else;
it is perverse—
who can understand it?
"I the LorbD test the mind
and search the heart,
to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:12-20

Introduction to the Lesson: For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian
hope. Because Christ has been raised, those who are in Christ know that they too will be
raised to a new life beyond death.

Reader: "Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say
there 1s no resurrection of the dead? “If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ
has not been raised; '“and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been
in vain and your faith has been in vain. "We are even found to be misrepresenting God,
because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that
the dead are not raised. '°For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised.
"If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. “Then



those also who have died in Christ have perished. "If for this life only we have hoped in
Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
died.

Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al -le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.
GOSPEL LESSON Luke 6:17-26

Introduction to the Gospel: After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of
followers about the nature and demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon
with surprising statements about who is truly blessed in the eyes of God.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 6th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Pastor: '"[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great
crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the
coast of Tyre and Sidon.""They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases;
and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. "And all in the crowd
were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.

“Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
“Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.

““Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and
defame you on account of the Son of Man. “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for
surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.

““But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.



““Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.
“““Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the
false prophets.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We sit

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
Shoulder to Shoulder

While Matthew recalls Jesus’ teachings commonly called “the Beatitudes” as shared
from a mountaintop, Luke situates today’s similar gospel lesson on a level plain. The
plains are a place of great exposure—in the sense not only of how far one can see
toward the horizon, but also of the harsh exposure to the elements without trees or hills
to block the wind or shield one from the sun. On the plain, it can feel like everything has
been laid bare; nothing can remain hidden for long. And true to the setting, much is
exposed in this story. The rich and the poor, the joyful and the suffering, the hungry and
the full are placed side by side. There is no hiding the inequality and injustice of the
world.

Jesus’ stark words reach across the page and the years to call us, the church, to examine
our hearts, our relationships, and even our society. A level plain invites us to look our
neighbors in the eyes, to hear their stories, to see their humanity. It forces us out of our
bubbles, our social media echo chambers, and our circles of people who look like us and
see the world in the same ways we do. A level plain flattens our hierarchies and forces
many of us to face our privilege and our complacency in the systems of injustice that
pervade our world.

But the good news is that this level plain is also a place of transformation and healing. It
is where we come to meet Jesus, shoulder to shoulder with people we might least expect
or with those we would be least likely to choose. It is where Jesus’ gaze meets us,
inviting us to participate in God’s new creation unfolding among us. And this new
creation takes seriously the cries of the poor and the oppressed until inequalities have
been erased, God’s mercy and justice reign, and all gather together as equals at God’s
banquet table.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY Let Justice Flow like Streams
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1 Let jus - tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,
2 Let righ-teous-ness roll on as oth - ers’ cares we heed,
3 So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure ftrue,
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en - a-bling growth, re - fresh-ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
an ev-er- flow - ing stream of faith trans-lat - ed 1 - to deed.
and jus-tice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.

Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926
Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are
bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Blessed are those whose trust is in you. Strengthen the faith of those who
profess your name and bring reassurance to those who doubt or fear. Through your
church speak continued blessing into the world. God of grace,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Those who trust in you are like trees planted by streams of water. Bless
fruit trees with an abundant harvest. Protect rainforests from destruction. Restore land
that has eroded after deforestation. Resurrect woodlands after forest fires. God of grace,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Search the hearts of those who govern, that they lead with humility.
Inspire leaders to collaborate on policies that protect people and the planet. Sustain truth
-tellers and social movements that challenge society to become more honest and just.
God of grace,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Send your blessings of mercy upon those who long for consolation. Tend
to those struggling with poverty, unemployment, or uncertainty. Provide for all who are
hungry. Console those who face persecution. Grant peace to all who suffer especially



those on the prayer list of our congregation and those we name now with our lips or in
OUTL DBATES ..ottt e
and all those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters (including all those
impacted by COVID-19). Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Renew this congregation in our shared mission. As we plan and dream
for the future you are preparing, inspire us by the examples of Martin Luther and all the
reformers. Bless new projects and new ministry partnerships. God of grace,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Prayer Leader: Christ is raised from the dead, and so we cling to the hope of the
resurrection. We praise you for the lives of the saints who lived and died in the hope of
eternal life with you (especially). God of grace,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these
and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Olfferings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812
N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support
during these uncertain times. You can also fill out an Attendance Form on our website.
If you’re new to Grace through our online services, please consider sharing some
information about yourself through our Attendance Form.

OFFERING PRAYER

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to
the earth. As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and
truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ
our Savior. Congregation: Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Congregation: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest
to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

Worship Leader: Pastor: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices
over you, and who calls you by name, *F bless your going out and your coming in, today
and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Lift Every Voice and Sing verses 1 & 3
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1 Lift ev-'ry voice and sing  till earth and heav - en ring,
2 Ston-y the road we trod, bit - ter the chas - t'ning rod,
3 God of our wea - ry years, God of our si - lent tears,
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ring with the har - mo - nies of lib - er - ty.
felt in  the days  when hope un - born had  died;
thou who hast brought us thus  far on the  way;
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Let our re - joic - Ing rise high as the lis - t'ning skies,
yet with a stead - y beat, have not our wea - ry feet
thou who hast by thy might led us 1 - to the light,
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let it re - sound loud as the roll - ing  sea.
come to the place for which our par - ents sighed?

keep us for - ev - er in the path, we  pray.
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Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
We have come o - ver a way that with tears has been wa - tered;
Lest our feet stray from the plac-es, our God, where we met thee;
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sing a song full of the hope that the pres - ent has brought  us;
we have come, tread-ing our path through the blood of the slaugh - tered,
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we for - get thee:
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fac - ing the ris - ing sun of our new day be - gun,
out from the gloom-y past, till now we stand at last
shad-owed be - neath thy hand, may we for - ev - er stand,
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let us march  on till  vic - to ry won.
where the  white gleam of our bright star cast.
true to our God, true to  our na - land.

Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938

Music: LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING, J. Rosamond Johnson, 1873-1954

DISMISSAL

Assisting Minister: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s
Supper, we have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is
ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go with Christ into a weary
world. Share the good news.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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