7th Sunday After Epiphany
February 20, 2022




Welcome! Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel.
The Spirit guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what
is fractured and divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on
Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory revealed in
Christ.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader or by following our
online service. If you use this bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our
service on YouTube, please fill out the Attendance Record Form on our website:
GraceCLW.com.

SERVICE OF THE
WORD

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.

Congregation: Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

Congregation: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved
children. We have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as
we expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We
have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our
repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the
sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.

Rejoice in this good news: In + Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are descendants
of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.

Congregation: Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty verses 1 & 4
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a - tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a-dore him!
0 .
. — . . i
- | [ -
! " - E— —
O my soul, praise him, for he 18 your health and sal - va - tion!
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good-ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at-tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore  him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that 15 need - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al-might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain.
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his  love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is
hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope.
Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your



name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Introduction to the Lesson: Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous
brothers, Joseph reveals himself to them. Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph
reassures his brothers that God has used their evil intentions for good to preserve life

during a devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them.

Reader: “Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But
his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

“Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He
said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. "And now do not be
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before
you to preserve life. “For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are
five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. ‘God sent me before
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors.
‘So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and
lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. "Hurry and go up to my father
and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come
down to me, do not delay. "You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near
me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your
herds, and all that you have. ''I will provide for you there—since there are five more
years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will
not come to poverty.”” “And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after
that his brothers talked with him.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

Introduction to the Lesson: In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. ” Using the metaphor of a planted seed and the story of
Adam, Paul preaches passionately about the mystery of following Christ’s perfect life
into eternity.

Reader: “But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do
they come?” ““Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. ’And as for what
you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of
some other grain. “But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its
own body.

“So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised
is imperishable. “'It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is
raised in power. “It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a
physical body, there is also a spiritual body. “Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam,
became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. ““But it is not the



spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. “"The first man was from the
earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. ““As was the man of dust, so are
those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven.
“Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the
man of heaven.

“"What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al -le - Tu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.
GOSPEL LESSON Luke 6:27-38

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He
invites his followers to shower radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust
even on enemies and outsiders. Living in harmony with God’s intent brings the reward
of overflowing blessing.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 6th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Pastor: [Jesus said:] ““But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, “bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. “If anyone
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your
coat do not withhold even your shirt. "Give to everyone who begs from you; and if
anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 'Do to others as you would
have them do to you.

““If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. “If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to
you? For even sinners do the same. “If you lend to those from whom you hope to
receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much
again. “But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he 1s kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.



“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; “give, and it will be given to you. A
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap;
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

After the reading...

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We sit

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
Cocreators in Christ’s Reign

Jesus’ words in today’s gospel reading are challenging. But more than a list of dos and
don’ts, today’s text is an invitation to enter a countercultural way of living: a lifestyle
that meets antagonism with mercy, scarcity with generosity, and selfishness with
abundant love. It is not a call to passivity or silence, to complicity in injustice, or to
acceptance of the way things are in order to avoid conflict. Instead, it is a call to let
God’s merciful justice and compassionate grace define our stories, our relationships, and
our very existence so that we might be agents of change. It is a call to experience the
freedom that only Christ can give. It is a call to join God as cocreators of a new kingdom
where Christ’s reign turns what we think we know on its head.

We practice this countercultural lifestyle every time we gather for worship as we
remember who we are and whose we are as God’s beloved children, and as we confess
the ways we have not lived up to this identity. We are shaped by God’s words of justice,
mercy, and grace, and we enter into a story that extends far beyond ourselves. We name
the hurting places in our world, places of hatred and abuse and scarcity, and pray that
God’s Spirit will transform them into wellsprings of new life. We share the peace of
Christ with one another, refusing to let the forces of hatred and division have the last
word. We practice generosity. We gather at God’s abundant table to partake in bread and
wine that unite us with Christ and with all who share this meal around the world.
Finally, we are sent forth with God’s blessing to be agents of love and mercy, to show
with our lives the transforming power of God.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY Love Divine, All Loves Excelling vs. 1 & 2
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav’n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing Spir - it m - to ev - 1y
3 Come, Al-might - vy, to de - liv - er; let us all thy
4 Fin - ish then thy new «cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let us all in thee in - her - it; let us
life re - ceive; sud - den - ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us  be; let wus see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful  mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom -ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy  tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - 1y,
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga  be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and  praise thee
till in  heav’n we take our place, till we cast our
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out ceas - ing, glo - ry n thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are
bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your
church to follow the leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us
to show mercy just as we have first received mercy. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again.
Bless farmers and all who cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather for
planting. Bring forth from buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard against famine
and disease. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of
peace. Protect all whose lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political
prisoners and amplify the voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue
nonviolence. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness.
Mend broken relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen
and deliver all whose spirits are troubled especially those on the prayer list of our
congregation and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts ......................
and all those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters (including all those
impacted by COVID-19). Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and
to resolve conflicts with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes,
and show love to those who are lonely or grieving. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Prayer Leader: We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your
kingdom especially those resting within our Memorial Garden. As you have raised them
to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in faith by the promise of resurrection . Lord,
in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these
and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING



Olfferings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812
N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support
during these uncertain times. You can also fill out an Attendance Form on our website.
If you're new to Grace through our online services, please consider sharing some
information about yourself through our Attendance Form.

OFFERING PRAYER

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to
the earth. As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and
truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ
our Savior. Congregation: Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest
to our hearts.

Congregation: OQur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

Worship Leader: Pastor: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices
over you, and who calls you by name, * bless your going out and your coming in, today
and forever.

Congregation: Amen.



SENDING SONG Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service vs. 1 & 2

[l [l ] |

40— jl - - — \vl 4JI il B |

1 Lord,whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Stll your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap -tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.

in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love 1in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor-ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As vyou, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids wus bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im - part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring us  to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.

Text: Albert E. Bayly, 1901-1984
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Assisting Minister: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s
Supper, we have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is
ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go with Christ into a weary
world. Share the good news.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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