Easter Sunday

Aprif9, 2023

A

LUTHERAN CHURCH

1812 North Highland Avenue 727-446-5026
Clearwater, Florida 33755 office@GraceCLW.com
Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox



“This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” God has indeed
raised from the dead the one who was put to death “by hanging him on a tree.” Alleluia! God
allows Jesus to appear “to us who were chosen by God as witnesses” in holy baptism and
invites us to eat and drink at the table of the risen Christ. Alleluia!

Some practical things for you to know:

Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated,
are always welcome here. Some may enjoy one of the children’s activity bags that an
usher can provide. Children’s Bulletins are also available from the ushers.

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby;
ushers can further direct you.

Holy Communion:

PRELUDE

We stand.

PASCAL BLESSING & PROCESSIONAL HYMN Jesus Christ Is Risen Today!
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1 Je - sus Christ 18 ris’n to - day, Al le lu 1a!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al le lu ia!
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al le lu ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al le - lu 1a!
un - to Christ, our heav’'n-ly king, Al le - Iu ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al le - lu ia!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - lu ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - lu ia!
now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - lu ial
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sut - fer to re - deem our loss. Al le - Iu 1a!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al le - lu ia!
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al le - lu ia!




GREETING

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in
his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE Thine Is the Glory
0 | . — —
) AL S SO e — e
\\a7 | - — —® ‘o —— |
| | 1 G = |
I Thine is the glo - ry, ris - en, con-qu'ring Son; end - less is the
2 Lo, Je- sus meets thee, ris - en  from the tomb! Lov-ing - ly he
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vic - try thou o’er death hast won! An - gels in bright rai - ment
greets thee, scat-ters fear and gloom; let  his church with glad - ness
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rolled the stone a - way, kept the fold-ed  grave-clothes
hymns of tri - umph sing, for the Lord now liv - eth;
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where thy bod - y lay.
death hath lost  its sting! Thine is the glo - ry, tis - en, con-qu’ring
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Son; end - less the vic - try thou o’er death hast won!



FIRST READING Acts 10:34-43

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, sums up the
essential message of Christianity. Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and
resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives forgiveness of sins through his name.

“Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, “but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. ““You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.
“'That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.
“We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree; “’but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, ‘'not to
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. “He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. *'All the prophets testify about him
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Colossians 3:1-4

Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the
entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God.
'If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God. “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth,
“for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. “When Christ who is your life is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  The Strife is O’er, the Battle Won Verse 1
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le -lu - 1a, al-1le-1lu - 1a!
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tri - umphwon! Now be the song of praise be - gun. Al-le - lu - 1a!
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-1lu - 1a, al-1le -1lu - 1a!
GOSPEL Matthew 28:1-10

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim
the good news: Jesus is risen!

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 28th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

'After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to see the tomb. *And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. "His appearance
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. ‘For fear of him the guards shook and
became like dead men. °But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are
looking for Jesus who was crucified. “He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come,
see the place where he lay. 'Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my
message for you.” "So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
disciples. "Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of
his feet, and worshiped him. ""Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

After the reading...
The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

We Sit
SERMON
We Stand



HYMN OF THE DAY

Now the Green Blade Rises
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I Now the green blade r1is - es from the bur-ied  grain,
2 In the grave they laidd him, love by ha-tred slain,
3 Forth he came at Eas - ter like the ris - en grain,
4 When our hearts are  win - try, griev-ing, or iIn pain,
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wheat that in  dark earth man -y days has lain;
think - ing that he would nev-er wake a - gain,
he that for three days in the grave had  lain;
your touch can  call us back to life a - gain,
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love lives a - gain, that with the dead has been;
laid the earth like grain that sleeps un - seen;
raised from the dead, my liv - ing Lord is seen;
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
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love 18 come a - gain like wheat a - ris - ing  green.

NICENE CREED
Congregation: We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,




eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

We Sit
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends “Hear us, O Lord” and we respond  “Your mercy is great.”

OFFERING



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to
praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the
mystery of faith:
Congregation: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Congregation: Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and
moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our hearts.
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

We Sit

MUSICAL OFFERING Up and Gone by K. Hall/arr. Pethel / Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus
After all have receive Communion, we stand

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as
witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Congregation: Amen.



SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with
those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen
those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG I Know That My Redeemer Lives!
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once was dead; he lives, my ev - er - liv - ing head!
throned a - Dbove; he lives to rule his church in love.
me when faint; he lives to hear my soul’s com - plaint.

trou - bled heart; he lives all bless - ings to im - part.



DISMISSAL

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is
beginning! Go in Peace. Christ is risen!

Congregation: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Hallelujah” from Messiah” by G. Handel w/fanfare by Dale Willman

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #27824. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4
Music: EASTER HYMN, J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708

Thine Is the Glory

Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939
Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759

Now the Green Blade Rises

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928, All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

I Know That My Redeemer Lives!

Text: Samuel Medley, 1/738-1/99, alt.
Music: Dukk S1REET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator






