
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1812 North Highland Avenue                                             727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                                    office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers:  The People of Grace Lutheran Church        Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! Today we follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each waypoint of 

the journey marked by Jesus’ compassion for those who would betray, mock, accuse, or 

do violence to him. Though persecuted and beaten, Jesus the Son of God is not 

disgraced; instead, he asks forgiveness for those who put him to death. We have walked 

the Lenten pathway these forty days, each of us invited through baptism to “let the same 

mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” We enter this holy week accompanying Jesus 

to the cross with both grief and thanksgiving in our hearts, trusting in God’s redeeming 

love. 

This is our online version of the bulletin for the 9:45am worship service. After the 

Offering, this bulletin leads participants through the Thanksgiving of the Word rather 

than Communion, since our piety does not support virtual Communion at home. 

However, Communion can be brought to you from the in-person service if you so desire. 

This bulletin is designed to be used at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the 

Worship Leader or by following our online service. If you use this bulletin for worship, 

either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out the Attendance 

Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com. 

         

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

LENTEN PRELUDE        

 

ACCLAMATION  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Congregation: Hosanna in the highest!  
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN & CHOIR ANTHEM     Blessed Is He Who Comes 

arranged by Lloyd Larson; based on All Glory, Laud, and Honor - music by Melchior 

Teschner, text by Theodulph of Orleans and translated by John M. Neale  

 

1 All glory, laud, and honor 

to you, Redeemer, King, 

to whom the lips of children 

made sweet hosannas ring. 

The people of the Hebrews 

with palms before Thee went; 

Our praise and prayer and anthems 

before you we present. 
 



2 Thou art the King of Israel 

Thou David's royal Son, 

Who in the Lord's name coming, 

the King and Blessed One. 

To Thee you before your passion 

they sang their hymns of praise; 

to Thee, now high exalted, 

our melody we raise. 
 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king 
by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and 
those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, 
joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING             Isaiah 50:4-9a                     
This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the servant’s obedience 
amid persecution. Though the servant has been variously understood as the prophet 
himself or a remnant of faithful Israel, Christians have often recognized the figure of 
Christ in these poems. 
  

 4The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens — wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the 
beard; 
 I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 
 

 7The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
 



Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                  Philippians 2:5-11                                  
Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus’ humble obedience in his 
incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory as Lord of all. 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

LENTEN VERSE                           



GOSPEL         Luke 19:28-40  
Jesus enters Jerusalem in the manner that the prophets foretold. Within a week, however, 
the loud acclamations would become shouts of rejection. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 19th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
28After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
 29When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of 
Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as 
you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it 
here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 
32So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were 
untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34They said, 
“The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on 
the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on 
the road. 37As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the 
whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all 
the deeds of power that they had seen, 38saying,  
 “Blessed is the king 
  who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Peace in heaven, 
  and glory in the highest heaven!” 
39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 
40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

Getting Our Hopes Up 

Many of us were warned when we were young, “Don’t get your hopes up,” in case the 
things we were hoping for and working toward didn’t come to fruition. “Why open 
yourself up to the sting of disappointment?” is the practical wisdom contained in this 
common aphorism. 

When Jesus went into Jerusalem and was greeted by the joyous crowds, he knew it 
would lead to the cross. It doesn’t take divine omniscience to understand that stirring up 
populist sentiment and openly confronting political authorities does not often end well. 
The suffering and death that Jesus was set to experience was the opposite of what the 
crowd hoped for him, and it may be the opposite of what we think we want in a messiah 
too. But the hope offered by Jesus in his suffering and death, while different than what 
we might expect, never disappoints. God’s promise embodies life that is stronger than 



the shadow of death. Even amid fear and betrayal and torture, God will bring about 
healing. Even amid the finality of death, God will bring resurrection and new life. 

As we come to the close of our Lenten journey, we can confidently keep our hopes up, 
knowing that the new world being born in God will never disappoint. It may look 
nothing like we expect or dream about, but we can trust that God’s work will always 
defy our expectations in ways that are more life-giving and world-transforming than we 
could ever imagine for ourselves. So, get your hopes up! God’s work will never let you 
down. 
 

SERMON    
 

HYMN OF THE DAY           Prepare the Royal Highway         



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray for the church, called to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. 
Make us unflinching servants of the gospel. Deliver us from hardship as we confront the 
forces of injustice and practice radical compassion. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: For the earth and all its inhabitants, created in love: Train us to recognize 
your divine goodness in the world around us. Rouse in us a reverence for creation, that 
we take greater care of its resources. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: For those in positions of authority called to lead with integrity and 
compassion: Supply them with courage and vulnerability when challenged with new 
ideas. Deliver them from fear that limits imagination and impedes justice. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: 
Accompany those who feel abandoned or betrayed, defend those who are wrongly 
accused, and embrace those who are incarcerated or detained. Heal those who are ill 
(including all those impacted by COVID-19, and the people of Ukraine), and those we 
name now with our lips or in our hearts……… Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: For Christians around the world, preparing this week to journey with 
Jesus to the cross: Reveal to us once again the earthshaking power of humble service, 
unmerited forgiveness, and sacrificial love. Lead us all from death to life. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Prayer Leader: We remember those who have died, especially Mikael Agricola and those 
resting in our Memorial Garden, who were commended into your hands. Remember us 
when you come into your kingdom, and prepare a place for each of us with you in 
paradise. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Worship Leader: Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ. Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

 



OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812 

N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support 

during these uncertain times. You can also fill out an Attendance Form on our website. 

If you’re new to Grace through our online services, please consider sharing some 

information about yourself through our Attendance Form. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: Let us pray. Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and 
thanksgiving and the offering of our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we 
may know the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord.  
Congregation: Amen.  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our 

way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to 

the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that 
you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG   O Sacred Head, Now Wounded          verses 1-3      

 

DISMISSAL 

Assisting Minister: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have 
given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s 
service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Share the Good News.    
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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