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Welcome! Welcome! These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to re-
turn to the God who rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe with the heart and confess
with the mouth the wonder of God’s love in Jesus, and to resist temptation at every turn. This is no
small pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus
shares. The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and sustain us.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any
point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available
for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with
gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 2
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2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,

where all God's children dare to seek

to dream God's reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness

and as symbol of God's grace;

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO QAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness
and brought them to the promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we
may walk safely through the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Romans 10:8b-13
Introduction to the Lesson: Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of
their creed, the confession of faith in the risen Christ as Lord.

Reader: God's message 1s near you, on your lips and in your heart”—that is, the mes-
sage of faith that we preach. 9 If you confess that Jesus is Lord and believe that God
raised him from death, you will be saved. 10 For it is by our faith that we are put right
with God; it is by our confession that we are saved. 11 The scripture says, “Whoever be-
lieves in him will not be disappointed.” 12 This includes everyone, because there is no
difference between Jews and Gentiles; God is the same Lord of all and richly blesses all
who call to him. 13 As the scripture says, “Everyone who calls out to the Lord for help
will be saved.”



After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 4:1-13

Introduction to the Gospel: After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is
led in the wilderness. Through his responses to the temptations of the devil, he defines
what it means to be called “the Son of God.”

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 4th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Pastor: Jesus returned from the Jordan full of the Holy Spirit and was led by the Spirit
into the desert, 2 where he was tempted by the Devil for forty days. In all that time he
ate nothing, so that he was hungry when it was over.

3 The Devil said to him, “If you are God's Son, order this stone to turn into bread.”

4 But Jesus answered, “The scripture says, ‘Human beings cannot live on bread alone.’”
5 Then the Devil took him up and showed him in a second all the kingdoms of the
world. 6 “I will give you all this power and all this wealth,” the Devil told him. “It has
all been handed over to me, and I can give it to anyone I choose. 7 All this will be
yours, then, if you worship me.”

8 Jesus answered, “The scripture says, ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve only
him!””

9 Then the Devil took him to Jerusalem and set him on the highest point of the Temple,
and said to him, “If you are God's Son, throw yourself down from here. 10 For the
scripture says, ‘God will order his angels to take good care of you.” 11 It also says,
“They will hold you up with their hands so that not even your feet will be hurt on the
stones.””

12 But Jesus answered, “The scripture says, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
13 When the Devil finished tempting Jesus in every way, he left him for a while.
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After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
You Are Not Alone

When Jesus was in the wilderness for forty days, he may not have had the company of
friends and family surrounding him, but he was not alone. Every word he spoke to ad-
dress the temptations of the devil came from Deuteronomy. Through these familiar
words, Jesus was able to summon up the presence of his ancestors and the voice of God
that spoke to them, recorded in Holy Scripture.



Memorization is an old art, rarely valued or taught in schools anymore. And yet, in times
of distress, familiar words find their way back into our minds: a fragment of a poem, a
song lyric, a Bible verse learned in childhood. People with advanced dementia are often
still able to join in praying the Lord’s Prayer, the words coming from a deep place with-
n.

What words are written on your heart? In times of crisis, what words find their way
through the ages to bring you strength? The coronavirus pandemic brought great loneli-
ness and isolation as so many of our familiar connections and gathering rituals were no
longer available. Yet spiritual connection with those unseen is a big part of what it means
to be united in the mystical body of Christ. Even when we are unable to gather at the
same physical table, familiar refrains from the liturgy continue to hold us together.

In the season of Lent, we are invited with Jesus into the wilderness—into times of quiet
reflection, commitment to spiritual practices, the acceptance of limits. In the quiet, may
we savor the subtle ways that God shows up, moments of connection that go unnoticed
in noisier times. In the loneliness of dry seasons, may we find courage and hope and as-
surance that in the trials of life, we are not alone.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer verses 1 & 3
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Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 18731932



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: We pray for the church. Sharpen its proclamation of the word so that
your people learn to reject voices of deception and distraction. Strengthen all who are
tempted to believe lies about themselves or others. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: We pray for the nations of the world. Awaken elected leaders and govern-
ment officials to the needs of those who are oppressed and grant them compassion to
deal mercifully with immigrants and refugees who reside among us. We pray especially
for the people of Ukraine, those still within their nation and those who are now refugees.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: We pray for those in need. Rescue those experiencing mental illness or
contending with addiction. Ease the anxiety of those who live with dementia. Command
your angels concerning all who are sick especially those on the prayer list of our congre-
gation, all those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters (including all those
impacted by COVID-19), and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts.........
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these

and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-
nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-
es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest
to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.

Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Congregation: Amen.



BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world
begins! Go in Peace. Share the Good News.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #27824. Scriptures and additional materials quoted are from the Good News Bible © 1994 published by the Bible Societies/HarperCollins Publishers
Ltd UK, Good News Bible© American Bible Society 1966, 1971, 1976, 1992. Used with permission. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE
#738836-A. All rights reserved.



