
2nd Sunday in Lent 

March 13, 2022 

Mark 2:4 Adaptive Worship Service 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1812 North Highland Avenue                                                  727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                                           office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church                   Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save 

us, our God persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a 

God-initiated relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a 

tradition in which to seek God’s face again. Lent provides another occasion to behold 

the God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the name of the 

Lord.”  
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any 

point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available 

for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread and grape juice. 

 

GATHERING SONG           All Are Welcome                                 Verses 1 & 3 



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

 

 

 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray. God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you prom-

ise everlasting life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with 

your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Sav-

ior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-

ever.   

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING    Genesis 15:1-6  

Introduction to the Lesson: God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will 
have a child, that his descendants will be as numerous as the stars, and that the land of 
Canaan will be their inheritance. Abram’s trust in God is sealed with a covenant-
making ceremony, a sign of God’s promise.  
 

Reader:   1After this, Abram had a vision and heard the Lord say to him, “Do not be 
afraid, Abram. I will shield you from danger and give you a great reward.” 2 But Abram 
answered, “Sovereign Lord, what good will your reward do me, since I have no chil-
dren? My only heir is Eliezer of Damascus. 3 You have given me no children, and one of 
my slaves will inherit my property.” 4 Then he heard the Lord speaking to him again: 
“This slave Eliezer will not inherit your property; your own son will be your heir.” 5 The 
Lord took him outside and said, “Look at the sky and try to count the stars; you will 



have as many descendants as that.” 6 Abram put his trust in the Lord, and because of 
this the Lord was pleased with him and accepted him.  
 

 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Luke 13:31-35  
Introduction to the Gospel: Neither Herod’s plotting nor Jerusalem’s resistance to ma-
ternal love will deter Jesus from his sacrificial mission. 

 
  

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 13th chapter. 
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Pastor: 31 At that same time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “You must 

get out of here and go somewhere else, because Herod wants to kill you.” 32 Jesus an-

swered them, “Go and tell that fox: ‘I am driving out demons and performing cures to-

day and tomorrow, and on the third day I shall finish my work.’ 33 Yet I must be on my 

way today, tomorrow, and the next day; it is not right for a prophet to be killed any-

where except in Jerusalem. 34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You kill the prophets, you stone 

the messengers God has sent you! How many times I wanted to put my arms around all 

your people, just as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you would not let me! 

35 And so your Temple will be abandoned. I assure you that you will not see me until 

the time comes when you say, ‘God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord.’”  

 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 
The Hard Way 

In Luke’s gospel, Jesus sets a course toward Jerusalem, even though he knows what he 
will face there. His gospel of forgiveness and inclusion will prove intolerable to the 
powers of the empire, eventually resulting in his execution. Still, when he is warned, he 
responds, “I must be on my way” (Luke 13:33), and laments for the city that will kill 
him. Jesus is not naive about violence and conflict in the world. He heads straight for it 
anyway, knowing what he is called to do. 

We are often faced with choices in which doing the right thing means some inconven-
ience or hardship. Spiritual disciplines during Lent offer practice for rising to these chal-
lenges, such as giving up single-use plastics in order to limit our impact on the planet. 
On a deeper level, moving toward racial justice as a country asks people to learn more 
about the continuing impact of hundreds of years of slavery and segregation, and to 
make choices and implement policies that address this continuing legacy. 



Where do we get the resolve to do the right thing—even when it means taking the hard 
way? 

Perhaps doing the right thing even when it’s hard begins as it did for Jesus in his prayer 
of lament for Jerusalem: with honesty and an openly broken heart. As a cry of sadness or 
anger, lament roots us in the communal bonds of shared grief and turns us toward the 
deeper power and justice of God. Lament is an ancient and enduring form of prayer, well 
represented in the prayer book of the Hebrew Bible, the Psalms. It is a raw and honest 
expression of grief and rage without excuses, without explanations. God hears, God 
sees. God is with us in the sorrow, and in the resolve to be more compassionate and just. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Thy Holy Wings vs. 1 & 2    

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Worship Leader: Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray for the church. Sharpen its proclamation of the word so that 
your people learn to reject voices of deception and distraction. Strengthen all who are 
tempted to believe lies about themselves or others. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray for the nations of the world. Awaken elected leaders and govern-
ment officials to the needs of those who are oppressed and grant them compassion to 
deal mercifully with immigrants and refugees who reside among us. We pray especially 
for the people of Ukraine, those still within their nation and those who are now refugees.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray for those in need. Rescue those experiencing mental illness or 
contending with addiction. Ease the anxiety of those who live with dementia. Command 
your angels concerning all who are sick especially those on the prayer list of our congre-
gation, all those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters (including all those 
impacted by COVID-19), and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts……… 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these 

and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-

nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  

 



HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-

es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.   
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-

ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest 

to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 



PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent 

the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Congregation: Amen.  
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

 



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 

have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world 

begins! Go in Peace. Share the Good News.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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