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Welcome! Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel.
The Spirit guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what
is fractured and divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on

Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory revealed in
Christ.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any
point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available
for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with
gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 3
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4 Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,

and live the Word they've known.

Here the outcast and the stranger

bear the image of God's face;

let us bring an end to fear and danger:

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO QAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is
hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope.
Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your
name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Introduction to the Lesson: Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous
brothers, Joseph reveals himself to them. Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph
reassures his brothers that God has used their evil intentions for good to preserve life
during a devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them.

Reader: 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?”” But when
his brothers heard this, they were so terrified that they could not answer. 4 Then Joseph
said to them, “Please come closer.” They did, and he said, “I am your brother Joseph,
whom you sold into Egypt. 5 Now do not be upset or blame yourselves because you sold
me here. It was really God who sent me ahead of you to save people's lives. 6 This is on-
ly the second year of famine in the land; there will be five more years in which there will
be neither plowing nor reaping. 7 God sent me ahead of you to rescue you in this amaz-



ing way and to make sure that you and your descendants survive. 8 So it was not really
you who sent me here, but God. He has made me the king's highest official. I am in
charge of his whole country; I am the ruler of all Egypt.

9 “Now hurry back to my father and tell him that this is what his son Joseph says: ‘God
has made me ruler of all Egypt; come to me without delay. 10 You can live in the region
of Goshen, where you can be near me—you, your children, your grandchildren, your
sheep, your goats, your cattle, and everything else that you have. 11 If you are in Go-
shen, I can take care of you. There will still be five years of famine; and I do not want
you, your family, and your livestock to starve.’”

15 Then, still weeping, he embraced each of his brothers and kissed them. After that, his
brothers began to talk with him.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 6:27-38

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He in-
vites his followers to shower radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust
even on enemies and outsiders. Living in harmony with God’s intent brings the reward
of overflowing blessing.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 6th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Pastor: 27 “But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, 28 bless those who curse you, and pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If anyone
hits you on one cheek, let him hit the other one too; if someone takes your coat, let him
have your shirt as well. 30 Give to everyone who asks you for something, and when
someone takes what is yours, do not ask for it back. 31 Do for others just what you want
them to do for you.

32 “If you love only the people who love you, why should you receive a blessing? Even
sinners love those who love them! 33 And if you do good only to those who do good to
you, why should you receive a blessing? Even sinners do that! 34 And if you lend only
to those from whom you hope to get it back, why should you receive a blessing? Even
sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount! 35 No! Love your enemies and do
good to them; lend and expect nothing back. You will then have a great reward, and you
will be children of the Most High God. For he is good to the ungrateful and the wick-
ed. 36 Be merciful just as your Father is merciful.



37 “Do not judge others, and God will not judge you; do not condemn others, and God
will not condemn you; forgive others, and God will forgive you. 38 Give to others, and
God will give to you. Indeed, you will receive a full measure, a generous helping,
poured into your hands—all that you can hold. The measure you use for others is the one
that God will use for you.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love verses 1 & 2
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1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, si - lent-ly wash-es their feet,
2 Neigh-bors are wealth-y and poor, var - ied in col - or and race,
3 These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love;
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, si - lent-ly wash-ing their feet:
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neigh-bors are near - by and  far a - way.
all  these arc neigh-bors to us and you.
this is the way we will live with  you.

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.
Music: CHEREPONI, Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each part of the prayers ends with the words: “Lord, in your mercy,”
and we respond: “Hear our prayer.”

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-
nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 1n all plac-
es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest
to our hearts.



Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.

Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to
the world begins! Go in Peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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